
Thematic Church History

Recurring Themes Of Christian 
Experience Through The 

Centuries
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• Following the Head
• Adherence to the Word
• Witnessing for the Risen Christ
• Suffering for the Gospel
• Defending the Faith
• Helping the poor & helpless
• Recovering the truth when departure 

occurs
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Characteristics of the early 
church

• --Complete identification with the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God & the 
exclusive mediator between God & man.

• -Commitment to salvation by grace through 
faith in Christ alone

• -Practiced believers’ baptism
• -Met on the Lord’s Day (Sunday)
• -Gatherings to: 1. Teach apostles’ doctrine  

2. Practice fellowship between the saints  3. 
Practice the breaking of bread  4. Engage in 
praying
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• -Committed to helping the poor, weak, & 
suffering in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ

• -Practiced the divine headship order 
(including the symbols of covering & 
uncovering respective glories.)

• -Boldly witnessed for the Lord Jesus
• -Committed to preaching the gospel 

globally
• -Believed in the imminent return of Christ



Nero



Nero fiddling while Rome 





Polycarp



Clement of Rome



The Apologists



Justin Martyr



Writings of Justin Martyr



Irenaeus





Tertullian



Constantine



Augustine



Gregory I (“the Great”)



Patrick



Downpatrick



Iona



Thomas Aquinas



Peter Waldo



Wycliffe Translation



John Huss



Martin Luther



William Farel, John Calvin, 
Theodore Beza, & John Knox



Ulrich Zwingli



Anabaptists being persecuted



Michael Sattler



Menno Simons



The Spanish Inquisition



William Tyndale



Tyndale’s translation





John Bunyan



Pilgrim’s Progress





Moravians



John Wesley



Charles Wesley’s hymns



George Whitefield





Adoniram Judson



Henry Martyn



John Nelson Darby



Anthony Norris Groves





Charles Finney



C.H. Spurgeon



C.H. Spurgeon



Spurgeon’s Metropolitan 
Tabernacle





George Muller



George Muller’s orphanage



J. Hudson Taylor



David Livingstone



Frederick Stanley Arnot



Daniel Crawford







Julius Wellhausen



B.B. Warfield





5 Ecuadorian Martyrs





Luis Palau



Martin & Gracia Burnham



Graham Staines & Family



Ravi Zacharias



John Lennox


